
The Issue of Military Alliances  

A military alliance is broadly a treaty between two independent states for the purpose of 

combined military action (either offensive and or defensive). They often contain certain 

objectives or trigger conditions, depending on the specifics of the treaties. Perhaps the most 

famous example of a military alliance is the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) or in 

French, Organisation du traité de l'Atlantique nord, (OTAN). It is comprised of 30 members 

including the USA, France, UK and Turkey.  NATO is a collective security system: a type of 

military alliance where all parties agree to declare war upon any third party that attacks a 

member. It should also be noted that certain forms of military aid, such as that sent by 

NATO allies to Ukraine, can bring with them an influx of issues which differ to those of 

traditional and formal military alliances. 

One of the first questions that is asked when considering military alliances is whether they 

escalate conflict to be more deadly, and on a larger scale then they would have otherwise 

been. This is particularly true when one member of an alliance has significantly more war 

power than another, such as the USA. This greater military power can expand a conflict 

which would have been fought by few states and with mostly small arms, into one involving 

a great number of states and aggressive military methods such as drone strikes. 

Military alliances are also shown to have an effect on public opinion in democratic 

countries. Voters are shown to demonstrate a significant response to military conflicts, and 

decisions over them can often be used as ways to gain voter support around key elections. 

Military alliances have been thought to heighten a public’s willingness to engage in military 

overseas action; this can be speculated to be due to many reasons, but the general ideas of 

friendship, loyalty, or the risk to national pride could all come into play. This can escalate a 

conflict to a point that risks large-scale military involvement.  

The example of Taipei could be seen as particularly relevant.  Every time China threatens an 

invasion of Taipei, Google trends data show that interest in a potential conflict dramatically 

increases in the US. Additionally, in response to growing fears in the US of a Chinese 

invasion of Taipei in the summer of 2022, US speaker Nancy Pelosi became the highest 

ranked U.S. government official to travel to Taipei in over 70 years, arguably heightening 

international political tensions around the conflict and destabilising the region. 

 

Points to consider: 

• Do military alliances unnecessarily escalate the conflict and violence of situations? 

• Do military alliances have an impact on public willingness to become involved in 

foreign conflict? 

• Do military alliances create pressure for war? 

• Should countries be obligated to intervene in the case of a miliary allegiance? 

• Do military alliances fuel the Americas military industrial complex creating a 

globalised economic system that catches less developed countries in a perpetual 

cycle of war and political instability that props up the lives of rich American business 

owners and politicians that is paid for in the blood of innocent and needy?  



Useful sources: 

Military Alliances and Public Support for War | International Studies Quarterly | Oxford 

Academic (oup.com) 

https://www.nato.int/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-61924778 

https://foreignpolicy.org.tr/military-alliances-of-the-world/ 
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