The issue of addressing the ongoing violence and humanitarian crisis in Sudan
Since April 2023, Sudan has been engulfed in a brutal civil war that has rapidly evolved into what many characterise as a genocide, particularly in the Darfur region. The conflict began when a power struggle between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the powerful paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) erupted into full-scale warfare across the country. The violence has not only involved frontline battles but also systematic and ethnically targeted attacks on civilians, which align with definitions of genocide under the 1948 Genocide Convention. 
The RSF, which has consolidated control over large parts of Darfur, has been accused of orchestrating mass killings, focused attacks on ethnic groups such as the Masalit, Fur, and Zaghawa, and actions including starvation as a weapon of war. A report by the Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights concluded that the RSF’s conduct against the Masalit non-Arab community amounted to genocide. National governments, including the United States, have officially determined that the RSF committed genocide, citing systematic murder based on ethnicity, sexual violence against women and girls, and other genocidal acts. 
The humanitarian dimension of this genocide is catastrophic. United Nations agencies and humanitarian organizations report that over 14 million people have been displaced, creating the largest displacement crisis globally. Attacks on civilian infrastructure have been relentless: healthcare facilities are routinely targeted, with more than 1,600 people killed in assaults on health centres in 2025 alone, including drone strikes on hospitals in conflict zones. The blockade of aid, sieges of internally displaced person camps such as Zamzam, and deliberate obstruction of food and medical supplies have exacerbated famine conditions, with millions lacking access to lifesaving assistance. 
Numerous violent episodes illustrate the genocidal pattern. For example, the Zamzam displacement camp, once home to over 500,000 civilians, was subjected to a three-day campaign of house-to-house executions, mass rape, and sexual slavery, with RSF fighters blocking humanitarian aid in the months leading up to the assault. War crimes, including the execution of unarmed men, hostage-taking, and sexual violence, were documented during RSF’s takeover of el-Fasher, a major Darfur city, where hundreds of civilians were reportedly killed and medical staff abducted. Historic atrocities in Misterei and wider West Darfur, where dozens of Masalit civilians were massacred in 2023 and where similar patterns have continued, further underscore the ethnic dimension of violence. 
While the RSF has been the most widely cited perpetrator of genocide, both SAF and allied militias have also been credibly accused of war crimes and crimes against humanity, including grave incidents in central regions such as Gezira State, where mass killings and disposal of bodies in canals have been reported. 
A further dimension of the crisis concerns the alleged complicity of external actors, particularly the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and certain Western states, in enabling the genocide in Sudan. Investigations by human rights organisations and arms monitoring groups have documented evidence suggesting that the UAE has provided material, financial, and logistical support to the Rapid Support Forces, including the transfer of weapons through regional intermediaries despite an existing UN arms embargo on Darfur. These weapons have reportedly been used in ethnically targeted attacks against civilian populations, especially in West Darfur. In 2024, Sudan initiated proceedings at the International Court of Justice accusing the UAE of complicity in genocide, arguing that its support to the RSF contributed directly to the commission of genocidal acts, which the UAE denies.
Western states have also been criticised for indirect complicity through continued arms sales, political partnerships, and insufficient enforcement of international legal obligations. Several European countries and the United States maintain close security and trade relationships with Gulf states, including the UAE, while failing to adequately regulate the end use of exported weapons or respond decisively to evidence of diversion to Sudanese armed groups. Additionally, critics argue that delayed international action, weak sanctions enforcement, and the prioritisation of regional stability and strategic alliances over civilian protection have allowed atrocities to continue with relative impunity. This combination of material support, diplomatic shielding, and inaction has raised serious questions about the responsibility of external actors under international law, particularly in relation to the duty to prevent and punish genocide.
The war has created one of the world’s worst humanitarian crises, with UN agencies noting tens of millions in need of aid, waves of famine, and widespread disease outbreaks. International responses have included sanctions against RSF leaders, humanitarian interventions, and ICJ litigation, but sustained violence and obstruction on the ground have limited practical protection for civilians. 
In sum, the conflict in Sudan has moved beyond mere civil war: the deliberate and systematic targeting of ethnic groups, the mass destruction of civilian life and infrastructure, starvation tactics, and the scale of displacement and death meet core elements of genocide as defined in international law. The situation in Sudan illustrates the close linkage between humanitarian crisis and justice failure.
Points to Consider: 
· What immediate steps can the international community take to protect civilians in Sudan?
· How can humanitarian access be improved without exacerbating the conflict?
· What role should regional organizations play alongside the United Nations?
· Should the UN consider stronger measures such as sanctions or arms embargoes, and under what conditions?
· How can accountability for violations of international humanitarian and human rights law be ensured?
· What long-term strategies can support a return to civilian-led governance and sustainable peace?

Relevant Resources:
· https://caat.org.uk/news/genocide-in-sudan-the-role-of-the-uae-and-the-complicity-of-the-west/ - the genocide in west and outlines the complicity of certain countries
· https://www.amnesty.org/en/projects/sudan-conflict/?utm_source=chatgpt.com – amnesty overview of the issue
· https://www.icc-cpi.int/darfur - ICC profile view on Sudan
