The Issue of Enhancing Global Prevention and Response Mechanisms for Future Pandemics

[bookmark: _Int_qNkxSHUV]Pandemics such as the recent COVID-19, and earlier outbreaks including SARS, swine flu, and Ebola, have highlighted vulnerabilities and gaps in global health systems, as well as the necessity of international cooperation. Pandemics are most obviously public health concerns; however, their impacts span the social, economic, and security sectors, which affect global stability and human rights development. COVID-19 alone was confirmed by the World Health Organisation (WHO) to have caused around 6.9 million deaths worldwide, as well as disrupting billions of lives, and the World Bank found it to have caused almost 100 million people to live in extreme poverty. Countries such as India, Brazil, and the United States were hugely affected during this period and experienced significant mortality rates alongside overwhelming numbers of people seeking access to healthcare systems. Other countries, such as the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Haiti, faced severe medical shortages, limited ICU capacity, and insufficient healthcare personnel, which shows the inequality in global preparedness.

Due to climate change, environmental degradation, and urbanisation, pandemics are becoming increasingly likely worldwide; however, despite this heightened risk, global preparedness has not shown much improvement. In 2019, the Global Health Security Index reported that only 19% of countries were fully prepared for pandemics. High-income countries, such as Germany, Japan, and Australia, demonstrated relatively strong preparedness, while many low-income countries, including Nigeria, Afghanistan, and Yemen, showed gaps in their emergency response frameworks. This discrepancy highlights the need for international cooperation and discussions about global health systems.

Across the world, several measures to address pandemic risks have been established. The International Health Regulations (2005) provide a legal framework requiring countries to report public health threats, while initiatives such as COVAX were created to ensure equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines; however, disparities remain. In 2021, some high-income countries had administered over 70% of vaccines, while low-income countries, such as Chad, Haiti, and Afghanistan, had received less than 2%. These inequities were worsened by intellectual property restrictions, production limitations, and logistical challenges.

Several challenges continue to hinder effective global pandemic prevention and response. One major challenge is the disparity in early detection and disease surveillance: some countries, such as South Korea and Singapore, were able to implement rapid testing and contact tracing, while others, including Sudan and Venezuela, faced delays in reporting cases due to weak infrastructure. Another significant challenge is healthcare system capacity. During the COVID-19 pandemic, for example, Italy and Spain experienced overloaded ICUs despite having relatively strong healthcare systems, which emphasised the need for effective surge capacity planning. Furthermore, access to vaccines and treatments remains highly unequal globally, driven by vaccine nationalism, limited manufacturing capacity, and supply chain bottlenecks. Insufficient international cooperation can further reduce response efficiency, while misinformation has continued to inhibit public compliance in countries such as Brazil, India, and the United States.

Improving early warning and surveillance systems through standardising reporting and sharing data in real time is among several strategies proposed to strengthen global pandemic preparedness. Additionally, investing in improved healthcare infrastructure in vulnerable countries, such as the DRC, Haiti, and Bangladesh, could enhance emergency response capacity and reduce mortality rates. Ensuring fair access to vaccines and treatments may also improve preparedness, alongside legally binding, cross-border pandemic emergency protocols and increased support for the WHO to strengthen efficiency and trust. Finally, combatting misinformation through global awareness initiatives and international collaboration remains critical in promoting public compliance and effective health responses.

The Health and Social Committee plays a pivotal role in addressing pandemics as complex challenges that intersect health, social, and economic concerns. Strengthening prevention and response mechanisms is critical to reducing the human impact of future pandemics. International coordination, equitable resource distribution, and resilient healthcare infrastructures remain central to minimising the long-term global consequences of pandemics.

Points to Consider:
· How can the United Nations strengthen pandemic prevention while respecting national sovereignty?
· What mechanisms can ensure equitable access to vaccines, treatments, and essential medical supplies, particularly for low-income countries?
· Should international legal frameworks be developed to enforce rapid reporting and cooperation during global health emergencies?
· How can misinformation be effectively mitigated at a global scale?
· [bookmark: _Int_faiosFQp]How can international collaboration for long-term pandemic resilience be fostered? 

Relevant Resources:
· Key source for statistics on country-level pandemic preparedness and capacity gaps.
· Authoritative data on economic, social, and development impacts of pandemics.
· Central mechanism for global vaccine equity and access during pandemics
