The Issue of Surveillance Technology and the Right to Privacy
The first issue to consider about this issue is any invasion of personal privacy. Mass surveillance collects data on people who are not suspected of wrongdoing. Constant monitoring reduces individuals’ ability to live private and autonomous lives. Everyday activities (location, communications and online behaviour) are tracked without clear consent.
The second issue to think about is the lack of consent and transparency. People are often unaware they are being monitored. Surveillance systems operate with limited public oversight. Privacy policies are complex and difficult to understand.
The third issue is data misuse and abuse. Collected data may be used beyond its original purpose. There are risks of unauthorised access, leaking and hacking. Surveillance data can be exploited for political, commercial or personal gain.
The fourth issue to deliberate is weak legal and regulatory frameworks. Laws often lag behind technological advancements. There is inconsistent privacy protections across countries. And emergency or national security laws may override privacy rights.
The fifth issue is discrimination and bias. Facial recognition and AI based surveillance can show racial, gender and socioeconomic bias. Marginalised communities are often disproportionately targeted, Errors in identification can lead to wrongful arrests or denial of services. 
The sixth issue is corporate surveillance and data exploitation. Companies track users for advertising and profit. Personal data is commodified without fair compensation. Users have limited control over how their data is shared or sold. 
The seventh issue is security vs privacy dilemma. Governments argue surveillance improves public safety and national security, and striking a balance between security needs civil liberties is difficult. Over-surveillance may not always result in greater safety. 
The eighth issue and final issue is lack of accountability. Limited mechanisms to challenge unlawful surveillance. Whistleblowers and journalists may face retaliation. Independent oversight bodies are often weak or absent.

Points to Consider:
· Whether surveillance is necessary?
· How to mitigate personal data being collected without consent?
· How to make consent clear and concise?
· How to ensure data isn’t used unlawfully?
· How to strengthen legal regulations?
· How to eliminate bias?
· How to hold people accountable?

Relevant Resources:
· https://gchragd.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/GCHRAGD-SURVEILLANCE-AND-HUMAN-RIGHTS-background-paper.pdf
· https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/09/spyware-and-surveillance-threats-privacy-and-human-rights-growing-un-report
· https://privacyinternational.org/learn/mass-surveillance
· https://inclo.net/pillars/surveillance-and-digital-rights/
· https://ijirl.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/DIGITAL-SURVEILLANCE-AND-THE-RIGHT-TO-PRIVACY-REASSESSING-HUMAN-RIGHTS-IN-THE-AGE-OF-TECHNOLOGY.pdf

