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International adoption remains a significant global issue, shaped by evolving legal frameworks and ethical concerns. Current international adoption rules are primarily guided by the 1993 Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co‑operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption, which aims to prevent child trafficking and safeguard the rights of children, birth families, and adoptive parents. Despite this framework, the implementation of adoption rules varies widely globally, leading to ongoing challenges.
In recent years, several countries such as Switzerland, DRC, South Korea and the UK have tightened or suspended international adoptions due to various concerns such as child trafficking and illegal practices. Cases involving falsified documents, improper consent procedures, and the exploitation of vulnerable families have prompted governments to reassess their participation in international adoption systems. As a result, global adoption numbers have declined significantly over the past decade, with some states shifting toward prioritising domestic adoption or family‑based care within children’s countries of origin.
The international community remains divided on how best to regulate intercountry adoption. Supporters argue that international adoption provides essential opportunities for children who cannot be placed in safe, permanent homes domestically. However, others have highlighted how the practice of international adoption is liable to exploitation, due to the often unequal power dynamics between countries sending and receiving children, and as a result risks the commodification of these children. In addition, the potential for cultural dislocation is an issue that is increasingly highlighted by those who oppose international adoption as a ramification whose irreversibility and unavoidability within the issue arguably mandate stronger safeguards and greater accountability.
Legal and ethical concerns continue to shape discussions on reforming international adoption rules. International bodies such as UNICEF and the Hague Conference on Private International Law have emphasised the importance of prioritising family reunification and domestic care options before considering international adoption. In addition, some governments have introduced new legislation to regulate consent procedures and increase vetting of international adoption processes.
The future of international adoption remains uncertain, with ongoing debates about how to balance child protection and national sovereignty. As global migration, conflict, and economic inequality continue to influence the number of children in need of care, there is growing pressure on the international community to develop clearer, more ethical adoption standards that protect children while respecting the diverse legal systems of participating states.

Points to Consider:
· What actions can be taken to strengthen the effectiveness of current international adoption rules?
· How can greater international cooperation and coherence be achieved in the pursuit of these goals?
· What strategies can be developed to protect those personally affected and vulnerable to exploitation within international adoption (e.g. children, birth parents or prospective adoptive parents)?
· What measures need to be considered when evaluating the future of international adoption in a world of constantly shifting political dynamics and international conflict?

Relevant Resources:
· UNICEF guidance on Intercountry adoption – 
https://www.unicef.org/media/intercountry-adoption 
· UN Convention on the Rights of the Child – 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/ProfessionalInterest/crc.pdf
· European Parliament – The International Legal Framework for Adoption – 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/193218/20130521ATT66438EN-original.PDF 
