
The Issue of the Political Status of Tibet 

The issue of the geopolitical status of Tibet is both complex and contentious.  It has been 

the source of ongoing conflict and tension between China and the international community 

for decades. Tibet, officially known as the Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR), is an 

administrative division of China that is located in the Himalayan mountain range. The region 

has a unique cultural, religious, and linguistic heritage, and has been the subject of ongoing 

territorial disputes between China and neighbouring countries, particularly India. 

 

The historical relationship between Tibet and China is complex, with China asserting that 

Tibet has been an integral part of its territory for centuries. However, Tibetans have 

maintained a distinct cultural and political identity, and have periodically sought autonomy 

or independence from China. In the early 20th century, Tibet came under increasing 

pressure from China and Britain, and in 1951, the Chinese government signed a 17-point 

agreement with the Tibetan government, which recognized China's sovereignty over Tibet 

but granted the region a high degree of autonomy. However, China's control over Tibet has 

been contested and, in 1959, following a failed uprising, the Dalai Lama (Tibet's spiritual 

leader) fled to India, where he established the Central Tibetan Administration (CTA) in exile. 

 

The current situation in Tibet remains tense, with the Chinese government continuing to 

assert its control over the region. The Chinese government has taken a number of steps to 

assert its control over Tibet, including increasing its military presence in the region and 

suppressing dissent. These actions have led to widespread human rights abuses, including 

arbitrary arrests, torture, and extrajudicial killings. 

 

The Chinese government has also implemented policies aimed at diluting Tibetan culture 

and religion, such as the forced relocation of Tibetans from their homes, the destruction of 

monasteries, and the suppression of the Tibetan language. These actions have led to 

widespread protests and unrest, particularly amongst the Tibetan youth, who have been at 

the forefront of the movement for greater autonomy or independence. 

 

There are a wide range of differing opinions over the political status of Tibet. China 

maintains that Tibet is an integral part of its territory and has the right to govern the region 

as it sees fit. Yet, this is in great contrast to the views held by the Central Tibetan 

Administration (CTA) which is based in India and headed by the Dalai Lama. The CTA 

advocates for greater autonomy or independence for Tibet and has been engaged in a 

dialogue with the Chinese government to find a peaceful resolution to the issue. Many 

countries and international organizations have expressed concern about the situation in 

Tibet and have called upon China to respect the human rights of the Tibetan people and to 

engage in constructive dialogue with the Dalai Lama and other Tibetan leaders to resolve 

the issue peacefully. 

 



Points to consider: 

• What is the future of international engagement with China and the Tibetan 

leadership? 

• How human rights abuses in Tibet be prevented? How can we ensure that the 

human rights of citizens are respected? 

• How can Tibetan culture and language be preserved and promoted? 

• How can the human rights situation in Tibet be monitored? 

• What form should communication between the Chinese government and other 

Tibetan leaders take? 

 

Useful links: 

https://freedomhouse.org/country/tibet/freedom-

world/2021#:~:text=Overview,hands%20of%20Chinese%20party%20officials. 

https://www.hrw.org/asia/china-and-tibet 

https://www.chathamhouse.org/publications/the-world-today/2009-04/china-and-tibet-

tibet-matters 
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