The issue of the decriminalisation of small-scale drug possession 
The decriminalisation of small-scale drug possession involves removing criminal penalties and replacing them with civil or administrative sanctions such as fines, warnings, or mandatory attendance at education or treatment programs. This approach treats drug use as a public health issue rather than a criminal offence. 
[bookmark: _Int_HEw8lPeU]Some people argue that a health-based approach reduces stigma, making it more likely for people with substance-based issues seek support and treatment. Evidence from countries that have adopted this approach (e.g Portugal) suggests improved health outcomes, including a drop in drug-related deaths and HIV infection rates. Decriminalisation can also lead to large savings in the criminal justice system by reducing arrests, prosecutions, and incarceration costs. These resources can therefore be redirected to health and social services. Decriminalisation can also help reduce racial disparities as drug law enforcement disproportionately affects Black and other ethnic communities. This will decrease the long-term negative impacts of a criminal record on an individual’s future opportunities. Additionally, by shifting focus away from individuals who use small-scale drugs, law enforcement agencies can focus more on dismantling large-scale drug supply chains. 
Some critics argue that decriminalisation may potentially lead to increased drug use and associated harm. Decriminalisation also does not address the illegal production and supply of drugs, meaning the market will remain unregulated and products may be of unknown purity and strength causing potential health risks. Examples from countries like the Czech Republic and the Netherlands suggest liberalisation reforms can sometimes lead to increased visibility of drug markets and public order offences. In some states in USA, the implementation of decriminalisation has seen a rise in the number if overdose deaths (although there is no evidence of direct association). 
A UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) briefing paper clarified that international drug control conventions do not require member states to criminalise the possession of drugs for personal consumption and allow for ‘alternates to conviction or punishment’ in minor cases.

Points to Consider: 
· [bookmark: _Int_A5L1cXuK]How long would people owning the small-scale drugs be required to attend the education or treatment programs?
· What would the fine be for the possession of small-scale drugs? 
· [bookmark: _Int_v1Qn7cp0]Would repeat offenders be prosecuted? If so, how many times would they have had to offend? 
· [bookmark: _Int_P2u02U85][bookmark: _Int_cTkgcdfh]How will the illegal production and supply of drugs be regulated? How will the offenders be dealt with? 

Relevant Resources: 
· https://www.civilsocietyforumondrugs.eu/position-paper-on-decriminalisation/#:~:text=The%20International%20Narcotics%20Control%20Board,of%20urgency'%20(13). 
· https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/Contributions/Civil/DrugPolicyAlliance/DPA_Fact_Sheet_Approaches_to_Decriminalization_Feb2015_1.pdf 
· https://transformdrugs.org/assets/files/PDFs/un-ceb-report-briefing-2019.pdf 
· https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/Contributions/Civil/APPG_for_Drug_Policy_Reform/Guidance_print_copy.pdf 
