
 

The Issue of the Welfare State 

  
By definition, in a welfare state, the state accepts responsibility for the individual and social 
welfare of its citizens.  
 
A welfare state is based on the idea of equality of opportunity, where people should be on a 
“level playing field.” A fairer distribution of wealth and the belief that the public should be 
responsible for other members of the public who have a poor standard of living. It is the 
notion that social institutions or a state should interfere with the economic and social well-
being of citizens.  
 
Most countries have provisions that encompass the ideology of a welfare state such as 
unemployment, insurance and benefits.   
 
Social insurance is a common feature of a welfare state in many developed countries, for 
example social security in the US. This is usually a tax that is used to benefit citizens in said 
state, who are most in need. However, in many cases, it is widely recognised that money 
taxed may not be enough or used effectively to help those intended.   
 
A welfare state also encompasses the delivery of public services such as unemployment 
benefits, welfare payments, housing, education, and health services. Some states take this 
further and provide commodities such as free university tuition.  
 
A principal problem of a welfare state is: deciding what services need to be provided, to 
what standard should they be delivered and to who? How will these services be funded by a 
state and are there enough resources?   
 
Some critics of the idea of a welfare state claim that a government should not interfere with 
the lives of its citizens, that one citizen should not have to be responsible or contribute to 
providing for another.  
 
Examples of countries that are welfare states: Norway, Denmark, Iceland Sweeden, Finland, 
Germany France, and Netherlands. Developed welfare states are divided into three 
categories, conservatives, liberal and social democratic.   
 
Points to consider 

• Is your country a welfare state? To what extent do they take responsibility for the 
individual and social welfare of their citizens? Do they even agree with the concept of a 
welfare state?   

• Does your country deliver these programs in a cost-effective manner? Could and should 
another organization take responsibility and run these programs themselves?  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Useful Links 

• https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/   

• https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-is-a-welfare-state.html  

• https://www.investopedia.com/terms/w/welfare-state.asp  

• https://www.britannica.com/topic/welfare-state  

• https://www.britannica.com/topic/equal-opportunity 
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